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The Analysis of Drowning Children Phenomenon in Ming and Qing Dynasties

Bai Hua Zhou Youshan

Abstract: During the Ming and Qing dynasties, parents drowning children had be come a custom. The main
reason is many family had economic difficulties and could not afford to raise children or afford, children’s marriage
expensive cost in the future. Facing this kind of bad custom, the government not only made legal regulations,
but also enacted statements, examples, some local officials even issued notices, in order to eliminate this bad
custom under the premise of transforming social traditions. In addition, raising children’s courtyards and setting
up foundling homes, in a certain extent, make social assistance to be able to play a role in the implementation
of laws and regulations. Although these measures did not fundamentally eliminate the phenomenon of drowning
children, they showed the interaction of social development and system.

Keywords: drowning children; legal notices; teaching to eliminate the custom; Foundling homes
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