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An Observation of the Success of Matteo Ricci
and his Jesuits as an Accidental Historical Event

from Sino-western Cultural Differences
YU Sanle

(School of Politics and Law, Zhaoqing University, Guangdong, 526061, China)

Abstract: The key difference between Chinese culture and Western culture was the different political
structures-in Europe there were two powers: King and Pope; in China there was only one, Emperor. Matteo
Ricci wrote his idea in Tianzhu Shiyi. In the later practices, there were also increasingly sharp contradiction
between government and Church in China. So it was necessary that Christianity was forbidden in China by
the rulers. The success of Matteo Ricci and his Jesuits fellows in China was an accidentally historical event. It
happened by several accidental factors.
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