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Driving for about 30 km southward from Gufeng

Town of Pingnan County, you would find yourself
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in Changgiao Town. Walking through streets and
lanes as well as a crowded fair, you will see right
in front of you the Wan'an Bridge standing there
quieltly like a rainbow over a stream.

The Wan'an Bridge, which began to be built
in the 5th year (1090) of Emperor Yuanyou of the
northern Song Dynasty, is China's longest wooden
arch bridge that has survived to this day.

Above the Dacal Stream, the panoramic view
iIncludes verdant trees and beautiful landscapes.
The bridge, looked at from a distance, resembles
a rainbow reclining over the waves.

The Qiancheng Bridge in Tangkou Village of
Tangkou County is the most beautiful wooden arch
bridge, and second in length only to the Wan'an
Bridge in Pingnan. Built during the years (1225-
1264) of Emperor Lizong of the southern Song Dy-
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nasty, this bridge experienced repeated destruc—
tion and reconstruction.

Lying above the Tangkou Stream, the
Qiancheng Bridge spans Xianafeng Temple on the
north and Bajiao Pavilion on the south. Both banks
boast exquisitely charming scenery. On either side
of the bridges there 1s a bench for the passers-—
by to take a rest. Moreover, there are still boards
along both sides of the bridge which protect pas—
sengers from rain and wind.

The Jinzaco Bridge i1s the most precipitous
wooden arch bridge in Pingnan, whose construc—
tion began in the 13th year (1808) of Emperor Ji-
aqging of the Qing Dynasty and was reconstructed
in the 37th year (1948) of the Republic of China.

Besides, a variety of wooden arch bridges

unigue in style are hidden in the rural areas of
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Pingnan County. Scattered like pearls among the
mountains and rivers, these bridges remain elegant
and charming. The unigue historic culture, sci-
ence and technology, and esthetic values of these
bridges enjoy a worldwide reputation. Therefore, it
IS a must for more and more compatriots to come
and appreciate this treasure of the excellent Chi-

nese cultural heritage.
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List Number: The VWooden Bridges of Fujian
and Zhejlang — No0.19 in the preparatory list for
Chinese World Heritage (November 2012 Edition
by the State Cultural Relics Bureau)
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Location Notes: Pingnan County is located in
the west of Ningde City, bordering Fu'an, Shoun-
ing and Zhouning Counties on the éast, and Qin-
gyuan County of Zhejiang on the north as well. Its
vicinity is rich In tourist resources. In aadition to the
wooden arch bridges, many other natural scenic
spots and cultural sites are worth visiting.
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Tips for Photography: The wooden arch
bridges are, of course, the major theme of pho-
tography. Mere bridges may look quite monoto-
nous; therefore, in the process of taking photos,

other elements, such as folk culture, laboring peo-
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ple, skies and clouds, spring flowers and autumn
scenes, rivers and streams, valleys and mountains,
could all be included in the pictures one way or an—
other.
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Brief Introduction to the Local Culture: From
the 1st through 15th of the first lunar month, i.e.
the Spring Festival, and on the 5th of the 5th lunar
month, i.e. the Dragon Boat Festival, some grand
ceremonies and activities such as walking through
the bridges and offering sacrifices are usually held
on the wooden arch bridges in Pingnan.
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Food Tips: The food of Pingnan was already
well known far and wide as early as the reign of Em-
peror Qianlong of the Qing Dynasty. The best known
dish is the wonton, which is unbelievably and un-
forgettably tasty. There are, of course, many other

delicious snacks as well.
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Old Red-brick Houses of the Cais, Guanggiao Town,
Nan’an Town, Quanzhou, Fujian
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